TOC H OVERSEAS. 


INDIA.—Toc H Services Club, Chiringa.—The first part of this Club to open was the 
canteen established for West African Troops. The day the Club opened it was crowded to the 
doors and the takings were Rs. 480—in annas! (there are 16 annas to arupee). Since then the daily 
average has been 4,000 cups of tea. Special literature and games of a West African type have been 
provided, and the men have their own writing room and full use of the library. The Rev. Eric 
Holderness (the Olympic runner) is Senior Padre to the West Africans and is a keen Toc H member. 
He has done a great deal to help with the smooth running of this side of the Club. The British 
Section of the Club opened later, after a very difficult time in the wet weather, when bridges were 
washed away by floods and furniture was stranded for weeks on the other sides of the rivers isolating 
the Club. The rainfall of 42 inches in 24 hours did not do much to help with the building of bashas— 
the thatched umbrella-shaped huts which form part of the Club. The Club is in smooth working 
order now and is very popular, and the Warden, Captain Ronald Littlewood reports: ‘‘We are 
entertaining 20,000 troops a month. The Bamboo Garrison Theatre (seating 500) has been visited by 
a Concert Party and by the Band of an Infantry Regiment." 


ARAKAN.—Toc hi Rest Centre, Elephant Point.—The Club has opened again now that dry 
weather has come after the monsoon period. Accommodation has been increased to take 200 officers 
and men at a time, at the special request of Army Authorities, as it is the only Centre for all 
Operational troops in the Arakan. 


BELGIUM.—Brussels.—The first Toc H Club to be opened in Europe since the Armies went 
over is in Brussels. The premises, at 28-30 Boulevard de Waterloo, comprise three houses in one 
with gardens and garages. Originally a Belgian Officers’ Club, during the occupation it was a club 
for German N.C.O.s and is now a Toc H Club for British other ranks. There is sleeping 
accommodation for 120 men, fine recreation rooms and excellent kitchens. 

Arthur Edgar, M.C., Toc H Commissioner for Europe reports that a second club will soon open 
in Mechelen. Incidentally he was responsible for organising the first concert for the Fighting Forces 
in Brussels. This was called ‘‘A Grand Liberation Concert '’ and was held at the Theatre Royal du 
Cirque. The programme included: The Royal Belgian Guides’ Band, Monsieur Maurice de Groote 
from the Brussels Opera, Christian from the famous Brussels Cabaret ‘‘ The Chicken Coop,” Corps 
de Ballet from the Theatre Royal de la Monnaie. Arthur Edgar had met Field Marshal Montgomery 
before the concert and asked him if he would be present, but was.told the Field Marshal had to go 
“' up the line, but would gladly autograph a programme."’ During the performance this was auctioned 
and raised 50,000 Belgian francs (about £283) for Toc H. 


Poperinghe.—Following Frank Gillard’s recent midnight broadcast of how he found Talbot 
House, Poperinghe, intact after German occupation, comes a letter from a Junior Officer of the R.A.F. 
Regiment who, billeting his men in one of the larger houses of the town, soon after the Germans left, 
discovered he was on historic ground. ‘'| went to the Burgomaster " he says ‘‘to ask about billets 
and was directed to take over Talbot House. | found the house intact but incredibly filthy after the 
Germans had been living there. We moved in. I soon realised that this was no ordinary house and 
| made enquiries. | am not a member of Toc H, but when the Burgomaster told me that we had 
taken over the place where ‘‘ Tubby ’’ Clayton founded his soldiers’ club in 1915, | realised that we 
owed it to a great movement to care for the place at least until che Toc H Authorities can take over.”” 


TOC H AT HOME. 


CREWKERNE.—Toc H Services Club, White’s Factory, Bailey Hill, Crewkerne, 
Som.—Toc H Castle Cary has just completed four and a half years of work for the troops. When 
an upstairs room in a disused factory which the Branch used as their quarters was taken over by the 
army to billet thirty soldiers, Toc H went downstairs, had the brambles removed, laid a floor, had 
windows put in, and started on a much larger job of work than they expected and of which no one 
had any experience. Two years ago the Southern Command, at the request of the Branch, granred 
the return of the upstairs room, which was made into a games room with billiards, table tennis, 
bagatelle. The ladies have looked after the refreshment counter (with tea pots!) while the members 
of the Branch have done the kitchen work—all working on a rota. 


GOSPORT.—Toc H Services Club, Bourton House, Elmhurst Road, Gosport, Hants.— 
Since ‘‘D-Day’’ members and friends of Toc H Gosport have been regularly visiting the wounded 
in the Emergency Service Hospital and in the Navy Hospitals, taking gifts of writing paper, stamps, 
soap, tooth brushes and cigarettes to the men, and sending telegrams to their relatives if required. 


A Corner of the Canteen at Gosport Club 


SELBY.—Toc H Services Club, Ousegate, Selby, Yorks.—When, in 1939, there appeared a 
likelihood of a Militia Camp being established in the district, the Selby Branch of Toc H decided to 
turn their meeting room into a Club. This was before the actual declaration of war, and two days 
before war broke out the Club was almost ready and the last stroke of paint was being applied to 
the walls when the police called to mention that black-out arrangements would be necessary. (This 
seems in the very distant past nowadays when everyone is so used to the black-out.) 


Soon after the Club had been opened searchlight crews came to the neighbourhood and one of 
the jobs taken on by the Club was that of inviting visiting relatives of the searchlight crews to meet 


their men in the Club. This received general approval as it obviated the necessity of journeys into 
the wilds of the little villages around about. After Dunkirk the numbers of troops in the district 
greatly increased and the Club added a kitchen and provided radio, writing materials for the writing 
room and so on. Ultimately, with the arrival of the R.A.F., nearly 1,000 men were using the Club 
each day. Selby wishes it to be known that the success of the Club is largely due to the wives of 
Toc H members, to the W.V.S. and to the Townswomen’s Guild who have helped to keep the Club 
open from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. seven days a week. Local Service Units have shown their approval by 
financial contributions and by gifts of sports equipment and comforts, and not only is the Club 
entirely self-supporting, but it has been possible to send £1,500 to date, to the War Services Fund at 
Headquarters. 


ROCHESTER.—Toc H Services Club, 52, High Street, Rochester, Kent.—One of the 
latest to open (May 20th, 1944) the Club in Rochester High Street has a ground floor canteen holding 
fifty people at a sitting. a very well-equipped kitchen, sitting room, lounge, writing room and library, 
a games room and a Toc H room. The Club has the active and continued support of various 
organisations in the town, such as the British Legion, the W.V.S., the Rotary Club, the Girls’ Friendly 
Society and alf the local churches and of course the Rochester Women’s Section of Toc H. 
Representatives of all these bodies are on the General Committee and when a call was made for 
voluntary helpers, 90 women responded and two teams now function on a rota basis from 4 to 9.30 
on week-days and 3 to 9.30 p.m. on Sundays. The Club opened on Saturday, May 20th at 4 o'clock 
in the afternoon and immediately after the Ceremony of Light and a short address by the Chairman 
and the Padre, the Club was full to overflowing and has been full every day since. 


H.R.H. The Princess Royal at Richmond Club, with the Mayor and Mayoress of Richmond and Reg Smith 


RICHMOND.—Toc H Women’s Services Club, 12, Newbiggin, Richmond, Yorks.— 
In September this year, the new Toc H Women’s Services Club at Richmond was honoured by a visit 


from the Princess Royal. In the old cobbled roadway outside the Club Her Royal Highness reviewed 
the Guard of Honour of 50 A.T.S. among whom were members of Toc H (Women's Section) from 
the Services Group at Catterick. After inspecting the Club, the Princess expressed her delight at 
the space and comfort and cheerfulness of the rooms. During the official opening ceremony the 
Chairman, Col. R. Atkinson, Chairman of the Northern Area Executive of Toc H, spoke of the Toc H 
Services Clubs he had visited overseas, and gave a report of progress of the Richmond Club since its 
inception two months before. 250 Service girls and members of the Women's Land Army had slept 
in the house, and approximately 1,000 meals had been served each week. The Army Education 
officers had found the Club of great value, Drama and Local Survey Courses having been held in the 
house. Members of the A.T.S. take over the running of the Canteen one evening a week and assist 
the Warden in many ways. Her Royal Highness in her speech stressed the value of Women’s 
Services Clubs, and said that in these Clubs many dreams and thoughts of the future were beginning 
to take shape. Women were learning how best they could use for the service of mankind all those 
things which the difficult years of war had taught them—joy, comradeship and a better understanding 
of what it means to work as a team. The Club is run most ably by Mrs. Hart, the Warden, and her 
mother, Mrs. Kershaw, and two-year-old Anne, who is a great favourite with the Service girls. 


LINCOLN.—Toc H Women’s Services Club, Witham View, Drury Lane, Lincoln.— 
It means a steep climb up towards the Cathedral to reach Witham View, but it’s worth it when you 
get there, the girls say. In this Club there are beds for 25, two large lounges, a writing room and 
ironing room. The piano is in constant demand and the Warden, Mrs. Quehen, tells us that 
“ Because '’ has taken the place of ‘‘ The Blue Danube ”’ in popularity this week. 


The Club was opened by the Mayor of Lincoln, Councillor L. J. Mills, last March. 


LONDON.—Toc London Centre, 19, Deans Yard, Westminster, S.W.1l.—The 
Women’s Section of Toc H is arranging a Bring and Buy Sale on Saturday, December 2nd, at Deans 
Yard, Westminster, the London Centre of Toc H. The proceeds are to go to York House, Felling, 
which is supported by Tyne-side Council of Social Service and Toc H Women’s Section for work 
among women and girls in Felling on Tyne-side. If you have anything you can bring or there is 
anything you would like to buy, please come on December 2nd. 


FOR NEWCOMERS TO TOC H (by B.8.). 


TALBOT HOUSE.—Abdbreviated to its initials and pronounced ‘Toc H,’ Talbot House was 
founded at Poperinghe in Flanders, where it became famous among all ranks in the last war for its 
everyday Christianity, its informal hospitality and friendship. Toc H, now world-wide, keeps open 
house to-day in over 400 Clubs and Hostels on every battle front. Friendship is still first—and then 
good food, easy chairs, comfortable beds, peace and quietness; these are offered to all Service men 
and women. Between the two wars TocH tried to serve its neighbours in a thousand ways, and its 
war-time Clubs are only one natural expression of its spirit and aims. Its members, who are men 
and women of all classes and opinions, will continue, when peace comes again, to carry on their 
work of Christian Fellowship and Service. 


Mrs. G. Nicholl, 
Toc H, 47, Francis Street, 
London, S.W.1. 
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